Lesson Plan Builder Template:  Waffle House Museum/Interstate Highway System
	Lesson Title:

	The Effects of the Interstate System on Roadside Culture and Business

	Grade:
	Grade 8 or High School U.S. History

	Subject:
	U.S. History

	Teacher:
	

	Time:
	1 class period

	Objective(s):

	 The student will be able to:
· Understand the impact of the interstate system on small town economies and local businesses

· Use information learned to hypothesize about the effectiveness of decisions that small roadside businesses such as Waffle House in regard to location, menu choices, etc. 

	Georgia Performance Standards (GPS):


	SS8G2.  The student will explain how the Interstate Highway System, Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, and Georgia’s deepwater ports, and the railroads help drive the state’s economy.
c. Explain how the four transportation systems provide jobs for Georgians.

SSUSH21. The student will explain economic growth and its impact on the United States 1945-1970.

See Unit 10 Enduring Understandings and Unit Essential Questions:

Enduring Understanding:  Wars affect the economic prosperity of a country.

Essential Question:  What factors contributed to the post World War II economic boom?

	Materials:


	“The Effects of the Interstate System on Roadside Culture and Business” worksheet, pencil, and United Streaming Video (entitled “Georgia Stories II 214:  Modern Georgia”  Segment Name:  “The Interstate Highway System”

*This video can be found at www.unitedstreaming.com.  If you do not already have an account, you can register for a free 30 day trial then ask your media specialist for the passcode to register for a free account.   

	Vocabulary:


	Interstate Highway System, economic prosperity, roadside culture

	Before the Learning (mini-lesson, real-life connection, introduction of standards and vocabulary)
	What was happening to the United States economy Post World War II?  What kinds of changes were we seeing in this country with respect to population, housing, technology, and transportation? 

Let’s focus on transportation for a moment.  How many of you have been on a road trip before?  What kinds of roads did you use?  Chances are you used the interstate.  What kinds of businesses did you see along the interstate while traveling?   
Today we will focus on transportation and the effects of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956 on our small businesses.  This is the act that President Eisenhower passed in order to create the Interstate Highway System we know today.  

	During the Learning (guided practice, partner work/group work, students are actively engaged)
	Students will watch the video on United Streaming.  The teacher will stop periodically to discuss and answer questions.  The students will take notes as they watch the video in order to answer 5 of the questions on the worksheet.  The students can finish answering the questions after they watch the video.  This will be done either individually, in a small group, or as a whole class.
*Another option is to assign individuals/groups certain questions to answer as they watch the video.

	After the Learning (classroom discussion, summarizing, reflection, connections, etc.)
	The class will discuss the topics introduced in the video as well as brainstorm other businesses besides Waffle House that have capitalized on the Interstate System.  This activity may open the discussion up to further topics such as franchising, growth of suburbs during this time period, or the baby boom.  

	Assessment:

	The worksheets will be turned in and assessed and classroom participation may be assessed during discussion. 

	Extension Activities:
	· Compare and contrast the impact of highways, ports, airports, and railroads on the Georgia economy.
· A copy of the original Waffle House menu may be obtained from the DeKalb History Center.  This menu may be used to compare prices, discuss inflation, or a multitude of other math activities.

	Additional Resources:

	For more information on Atlanta or DeKalb County history go to:
www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2207
www.nps.gov/history/Nr/travel/atlanta/growth.htm
www.atlantahistorycenter.org
www.dekalbhistorycenter.org
For more information on Waffle House history go to:

www.wafflehouse.com
To schedule a tour of the Waffle House Museum please call

 770-326-7086.


    The Effects of the Interstate System on Roadside Culture and Business
Name _____________________________
Class Period __________
Directions:  Answer five of the following questions on another sheet of paper.  You may take notes as you watch the video.

1. What types of businesses cropped up along American highways such as Highway 301?

2. What effect did Interstate 95 have on Highway 301?

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of an interstate compared to a highway?

4. Define what a “captive tourism market” is.

5. Compare and contrast Highway 301 and Interstate 95.

6. Describe the negative impact I-95 had on Ludowici.

7. What kind of a customer shift occurred at the local businesses along Highway 301 after Interstate 95 was built?

8. Who did the local businesses along Highway 301 rely on to keep them in business after the Interstate was built?

9. Describe a typical customer for local businesses along Highway 301 pre- Interstate 95 and post- Interstate 95.

10. While the interstate system has hurt towns like Ludowici it has helped major cities like Atlanta.  How and why do you think that is?

11. What particular industries are positively affected by the interstate system?

12. The first Waffle House opened in 1955 on College Avenue near Avondale Estates.  This was one year before the Federal Aid Highway Act was passed.  Do you think there was a shift in restaurant placement?  Do you think any other changes were made to the restaurant due to this act? If so, what do you think they were?

13. What kind of impact do you think the interstate system had on where people lived?  How people lived?

14. Waffle House is known for choosing great locations.  What factors do you think executives look at when deciding on a new location?

15. How does the Waffle House experience as well as appearance of the restaurant (exterior or interior) mesh with Interstate mentality? When a traveler is making a choice between Waffle House and a fast food chain, what advantages does Waffle House have compared to other fast food chains?
